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PRE-APPLICATION INFORMATION 
 

• Since you are considering applying for a Great Dane service dog, there are things we need to have you 
realize – they are NOT like Golden Retrievers! 

 

• As yourself – are you ready to care for a living being 24/7/365 so they can care for you? 
 

• We accept applications from anyone without regards to race, color, religion or gender. We do give 
preference to military veterans, first responders, their families, and prior recipients needing a 
replacement service dog. 

 

• For maximum stability, a balance service dog should be around 65% of the recipient’s weight and 
about 45% of the recipient’s height as stated on our website:  www.servicedogproject.org. 
 

• Recipients of one of our dogs must be self-sufficient enough to care for themselves and their dogs in 
our guest cabin for an overnight evaluation and/or several days of training. They must also be 100% 
responsible for their own medical issues. Although we have Band-Aids on hand, we call 911 for 
everything else. 
 

• Thanks to a very generous public following, we can donate the dogs free of charge. Our followers, 
many of whom watch our live cameras, pay for the $35,000 it costs us to raise and train each dog. For 
this reason we ask you to regularly send us email updates that we can share with these donors who 
have known our pups since day one. 
 

• Since we have live cameras, you are warned that by coming through the gate you will be ‘on camera’ 
and in addition, we ask you to sign a photo release form in case any photos of you with dogs are 
“used” in a public setting. 
 

• Finances:  Recipients are 100% responsible for the health and well-being of their service dog. SDP will 
place pet insurance on all service dogs prior to being matched. This insurance is transferred to you 
shortly after graduation. Documentation showing what the insurance covers is also provided at time of 
graduation.  If you are a qualified veteran, at this time SDP will add your name to the policy and retain 
the monthly premium cost and reimburse the veteran for any preapproved veterinary services. 
 

• Equipment:  One of our supporters donates training collars, to which a 24-inch piece of cotton rope; 
we will supply that. For the harness, we suggest buying a simple and comfortable padded web harness. 

http://www.servicedogproject.org/


We have them available for $30 and prefer these rather than the over-expensive leather harnesses, 
which are uncomfortable to the dog to wear all day. 
 

• Should you no longer be able to care for, or would like to retire the service dog, SDP should 
immediately be contacted and a discussion on the return of the dog will be had. Be aware, all our pups 
are ‘chipped’ with our name as the second one responsible for the dog. This should not be changed. 
 

• If you are given an application for the program, you are expected to keep your family and professional 
acquaintances informed. 
 

• Because of the unique matching of a dog’s abilities to a recipient’s needs, we cannot ensure any time 
or list. We encourage everyone to apply to another facility at the same time. We cannot guarantee that 
submitting an application will result in a matching dog. 
 

• Our recipients are responsible for 99;4% of the dog’s daily care. There is no shortcut to keeping the dog 
bonded to one partner. The only place our dogs cannot go is a hospital operating room and ICUs; but 
they are allowed in the recovery room The dogs are generally devoted to one person and are not 
thrilled with meeting strangers unless formally introduced. 
 

• Our applicants are not required to live in the Northeast, but it is more convenient because an applicant 
must come to SDP three or more times for evaluation and training. There are no geographic limits for 
our Veterans. 
 

• Let us help with any questions. We know the quirks of the breed and each individual dog. Our dogs are 
very well trained when they leave SDP. Keep it going. Let us know if you have any concerns. 
 

• We issue an initial certification for three months and then need to see the dog to re-certify. The most 
usual objection to the care of the dog is weight gain. The dogs can have treats occasionally, but never 
in harness. Second is to check whether the harness still fits and is comfortable. After that we need to 
see the dog at least once a year for recertification. 
 

• SDP dogs are well behaved, and we ask you to put your best 2 and 4 feet forward. 
 

IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to retrieve the dog if the dog is put in danger or care is 
not up to our standards. 


